


ntifouling your hull is a
thankless task. It needs
doing every year, and it
invariably seems to take
more time and cost more money
than you had budgeted for.
Worst of all, all your hard work
literally disappears from view as
soon as you put your boat back in
the water!
However, try to skip a season,
or eke out the periods between
fresh applications, and you will

UL Antifoulings

soon regret it. re asking for a
noticeable drop in the boat's
performance and fuel efficiency
once living organisms start to
colonise the hull, and you're

iving yourself a harder job of
cleaning and repainting the
bottom when vou do eventually
bite the bullet.

The fact that antifouling is a
chore is all the more reason to
make sure you get good results
from it. And the fact that there

are massive disparities in the
price of these paints (with some
products costing almost three
times the price of others) makes it
all the more necessary to
understand what you are getting
for your money.
which products are most

effective at keeping weed and
barnacles at bay, and which offer
the best value for money?

In an attempt to find out, we
gave our Sealine F37 a vi

fetching striped underwater
colour scheme...

SIX-MONTH TEST
At the beginning of last season
we gathered a selection of
antifoulings which should be
suitable for our boat and its
usage. These numbered 11 in all,
from eight different
manufacturers.

We then decorated the
underside of Calm Voyager

below We immersed antifouled Perspex panels at several sites, as well as painting a waterline-to-keel stripe of each product on our Sealine F3;.
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